[Normal and malignant choroidal melanocytes: from cell to clinical approach].
The molecular and cellular basis of human choroidal malignant melanoma progression has remained largely unknown. However, choroidal melanoma is the most important primary intraocular tumor in adults. Developmentally, choroidal melanocytes are of neural crest origin similar to cutaneous melanocytes. However, there are some significant differences between cutaneous and uveal melanocytes that have yet to be fully assessed. The purpose of this study is to describe choroidal melanocytes. We will describe the significant differences between cutaneous and uveal melanocytes as well as the congenital and acquired diseases of uveal melanocytes. We will then describe the cellular and molecular mechanisms involved in melanoma progression.